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GREAT CHESTERFORD PARISH COU�CIL 
 

MI�UTES OF A MEETI�G OF THE GREAT CHESTERFORD PARISH COU�CIL  

HELD O� WED�ESDAY 27
th
 FEBRUARY 2008 AT 8PM I� THE 

 COMMU�ITY CE�TRE, GREAT CHESTERFORD 
 

 

Present: Michelle Cookson - Chairman 

 Peter Fentem 

 Howard Rolfe 

 Russell Pope 

 Susan Ross 

 Tim Fowell 

  

 Elaine Culling - Clerk 

  
 

 

 

  Action 

08/16.  Apologies for Absence 

Apologies were received and accepted from Steve Reid and Julie Redfern. 

           

08/17.  Declaration of Interests 

To receive any ‘personal’ or ‘personal and prejudicial’ interests relating to items  

on the agenda.   

Howard Rolfe declared himself a District Councillor for Uttlesford District 

Council (UDC).             

  

08/18.  Minutes of the Last Meeting 

The chairman signed as a correct record of events the minutes of the meeting held 

on 23
rd
 January 2008. 

 

Matters arising from the minutes: 
 

1. Tarmac at Rec. SReid to report on the best tarmac solution. SRoss to report 

on the possibility of obtaining some grant funding. 

SReid although not present had let it be known that providing the best tarmac 

solution could cost in the region of £10,000.  

SRoss is confident of securing some grant aid to this project. 

2. Meeting with David Forkin of ECC Highways. EC to report if any progress 

on the issues raised. 

Nothing to report EC 

3. Affordable Housing. JR to report on the current situation regarding any 

potential development at the �ursery Site on London Road. 

Nothing to report. JR 

 

Matters arising from previous minutes: 
 

1. Representation on any South Cambridgeshire Environment Committee.  PHF 

to report. It should be noted that Hexcel Composites Ltd have been granted 

approval for the storage of acrylonitrile at their site in Duxford. 
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It was decided that at this stage a better way forward would be to encourage a 

closer relationship with the Parish Councils in Ickleton and Hinxton. EC 

2. The installation of a bin at the Youth Shelter. EC to report. 

A suitable bin has now been sourced and should be fitted soon. EC 

3. The possibility of asking the Broadsheet deliverers to deliver for 

�eighbourhood Watch. JR to report. 

Nothing to report JR 

4. The outcome of the meeting at the Village School to discuss the parking 

problems and the possibility of funding the school bus to stop at Little 

Chesterford and Ash Green. JR to report. 

JR is awaiting feedback from the Headmaster and Friends of the School JR 

  

08/19.  Sir Alan Haselhursts proposed meeting regarding housing requirements in Uttlesford 

To discuss and agree what should be said at this meeting on behalf of Great 

Chesterford, and to agree who should attend.   

It was agreed that Peter Fentem should attend on behalf of Great Chesterford  

Parish Council with a proposal to accept up to 80 houses on existing sites already  

identified, with a view going forward to accept between 40 and 70 additional homes  

on sites that might become available in the future.  

 

08/20.  Planning 

            To consider any comments to be returned to Uttlesford District Council on the  

            following applications:   

Application �o: UTT/0103/08/FUL. Erection of rear conservatory.  

Location: South View, South Street, Great Chesterford. 

�o Comment            TF 
 

Application �o: UTT/0154/08/FUL. Single storey side & rear extensions.  

Location: 2 Field Farm Cottages, Field Farm Drive, Great Chesterford. 

�o Comment TF 

 

Application �o: UTT/0161/08/FUL & UTT/0162/08/LB. Proposed cloakroom  

and resource area extension.   

Location: Great Chesterford C of E School, School Street. 

�o Objection TF  
 

Application �o: UTT/0188/08/FUL & UTT/0189/08/LB. Single storey rear  

extension. Relocation of first floor landing window and removal of bay window  

to form doorway.  

Location: Little Mead, Carmen Street, Great Chesterford. 

�o Comment             TF 

 

Results   
 

Application �o: UTT/2216/07/FUL. Revised plans for single storey extension and erection 

of front porch.  

Location: 5 Rookery Close, Great Chesterford. 

Conditional Approval.  

 

Application �o: UTT/2266/07/FUL. One and a half storey lean to extension to side 

Location: 53 Jacksons Lane 

Conditional Approval. 
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Application �o: UTT/2109/07/FUL. Garage conversion and erection of new garage.  

Location: 7 Rookery Close, Great Chesterford 

Conditional Approval. 
 

Application �o: UTT/2296/07/FUL. Re-modelling of existing roof to include balconies 

dormer and extension to conservatory. 

Location: Dove Cottage, High Street, Great Chesterford. 

Refused . 

 

Application �o: UTT/2075/07/FUL & UTT/2076/07/LB. Demolition of existing rear porch 

& erection of rear conservatory 

Location: Little London, Carmel Street, Great Chesterford. 

Refused. 

 

Application �o: UTT/2186/07/FUL. Proposed new bungalow and garage.  

Location: Adj. to Riverbank, London Road, Great Chesterford  

Refused. 

 

   Application �o: UTT/2142/07FUL. Outline application for replacement dwelling and 

   erection of new dwelling. Alteration to vehicular and pedestrian access 

   Location: 5 London Road, Great Chesterford.  

Refused. 

 

Application �o: UTT/2149/07/CLP. Certificate of lawfulness to demolish and rebuild 

single storey rear addition. Insertion of dormer window to east elevation to allow additional 

accomodation at 2nd floor level. New windows to rear elevation and new windows to ground 

floor level to garage. 

Location: 20 Jacksons Lane, Great Chesterford. 

Approve Cert. Lawful. 

 

08/21.  Recreation Ground – CCTV 

Russell Pope/The Clerk to provide an update on the progress. 

Work on the installation of the CCTV system is due to start on Monday 10
th
 

March, and is expected to be completed by the end of the month. Russell Pope 

will clarify the situation regarding the provision of suitable signage and advise the 

Clerk accordingly. RP  

 

Peter Fentem reported that the old goal posts were still in the ditch alongside the 

Recreation Ground, and that they needed removing. It was agreed that this will be 

done when the Civic Amenity Skip is next in Meadow Road. 

 

It was asked why the new full size goalposts had still not been erected. The Clerk 

explained that this was because they needed cementing in, and therefore could 

only be done between seasons. 

 

08/22.  Highways – Part �ight Scheme 

Following a recent meeting with Essex County Council to discuss possible 

reasons for the Parish Council lights not functioning correctly under this scheme, 

and the receipt of information regarding the statutory maintenance of street 

lights, to agree how to proceed in order to ensure that the Parish Council lights 

comply.  
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It was agreed that Electrical Testing should be retained in order to check the 

condition of the Parish Council street lights against current legislature.  EC 

 

Concerns were raised over the cost of this exercise, and the potential cost of any 

essential repairs. It was agreed that Essex County Council be approached 

regarding the possibility of their adopting some, or all of the Parish Council 

owned lights. HR 

 

It is now known that the reason why the Parish Council street lights are not 

functioning correctly under the Part Night Scheme is because the voltage is too 

high. This should be rectified by the installation of a modified Part Night cell.  

 

08/23.  Finance - Banking Mandate 

 To approve the revised banking mandate changing signatories and for the  

 appropriate councillors to sign. 

 It was agreed to approve Michelle Cookson, Peter Fentem, Howard Rolfe, Susan  

 Ross, Russell Pope, Steve Reid and Elaine Culling as authorised signatories. All 

 those present duly signed. EC 

 

Howard Rolfe wished it to be noted that in light of the recent unforeseen costs that 

the Council needed to formulate a strategy in order to accumulate some reserves. 

 

08/24.  Committees 

To discuss the re-instatement of a committee system as outlined below: 

Strategy – Susan Ross/Peter Fentem/Steve Reid 

Finance – Susan Ross/Steve Reid 

Highways- Howard Rolfe/Graham Field 

Floods – Peter Fentem/Graham Field 

Planning – Tim Fowell/Graham Field 

Open Spaces – Susan Ross 

�eighbourhood Watch – Julie Redfern 

It should be noted that the committees will not have delegated powers, but will 

come to a Parish Council meeting with recommendations. 

It was agreed that Russell Pope would join Tim Fowell on planning and that the 

Strategy and Finance committees should be set out as above, but that otherwise to 

defer this item until the AGM in May. 

 

08/25.  Standing Orders 

To adopt new standing orders in light of the new Code of Conduct. 

It was agreed by all present to adopt the new standing orders. 

 

08/26.  Financial Standing Orders 

To adopt new financial standing orders. 

It was agreed by all present to adopt the new financial standing orders. 

 

08/27.  Annual Parish Meeting – 12
th

 March 

To discuss and agree a format for this meeting. 

It was agreed that the meeting would be in two parts. The first part will be 

dedicated to policing issues, during which Chief Inspector Joe Wrigley, the 

District Police Commander, has agreed to be present. The second part would be a 

general Q&A session to allow residents to raise other topics of concern. 
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08/28.  Matters for Further Discussion* 

            For Councillors to raise any items that need to be discussed at a future meeting. 

Tim Fowell asked that the NATS proposals, regarding the proposed changes to 

airspace, be placed on the April agenda.   

 

Tim Fowell asked that Stop Stansted Expansion be approached regarding their offer  

to make a presentation to the Council on the forthcoming battle against BAA’s  

second runway plans. The Clerk will clarify whether the meeting is intended to be 

public, and also whether it would help to double up with neighbouring villages. EC 

 

08/29. Date of �ext Meeting 

           The next meeting is to be on Wednesday 9
th
 April 2008 at 8.00pm at the  

           Community Centre. 

 

 

 

              

 

 

Meeting Closed at 21.50pm 

 

 

 

 

Signed (Chairman)……………………………. 

 

Date:  9
th

 April 2008  

 


