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GREAT CHESTERFORD PARISH COU�CIL 
 

MI�UTES OF A MEETI�G OF THE GREAT CHESTERFORD PARISH COU�CIL  

HELD O� WED�ESDAY 19
TH

 DECEMBER 2007 AT 8.15PM I� THE 

 COMMU�ITY CE�TRE, GREAT CHESTERFORD 
 

 

Present: Peter Fentem in the Chair 

 Howard Rolfe 

 Russell Pope 

 Stephen Reid 

 Susan Ross 

 Tim Fowell 

 Julie Redfern  

present from item 07/72 Application �o:UTT/2109/07/FUL 

  

 Elaine Culling - Clerk 
 

 

 

  Action 

07/69.  Apologies for Absence 

Apologies were received and accepted from Michelle Cookson and Graham Field 

           

07/70.  Declaration of Interests 

To receive any ‘personal’ or ‘personal and prejudicial’ interests relating to items  

on the agenda.   

Howard Rolfe declared himself a District Councillor for Uttlesford District 

Council (UDC). 

              

07/71.  Minutes of the Last Meeting 

Peter Fentem signed as a correct record of events the minutes of the meeting  

held on 15
th
 November 2007. 

     

07/72.  Planning 

            To consider any comments to be returned to Uttlesford District Council on the  

            following applications: 

   

            Application �o: UTT/2075/07/FUL & UTT/2076/07/LB. Demolition of existing  

rear porch & erection of rear conservatory 

            Location: Little London, Carmel Street, Great Chesterford. 

�o Objection. TF 

 

            Application �o: UTT/2109/07/FUL. Garage conversion & erection of new garage.  

   Location: 7 Rookery Close, Great Chesterford. 

Object as it will involve the loss of off street parking in an area already heavily 

congested. TF 

 

   Application �o: UTT/2142/07FUL. Outline application for replacement dwelling 

And erection of new dwelling. Alteration to vehicular and pedestrian access 

   Location: 5 London Road, Great Chesterford.  
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Object on the basis that it represents overdevelopment of the site, and would lead 

to an increase in the number of access movements by vehicles onto the busy 

B1383. TF 

 

Application �o: UTT/2149/07/CLP. Certificate of lawfulness to demolish and  

rebuild single storey rear addition. Insertion of dormer window to east elevation to  

allow additional accomodation at 2nd floor level. New windows to rear elevation  

and new windows to ground floor level to garage. 

Location: 20 Jacksons Lane, Great Chesterford. 

�o Objection.           TF 

 

Application �o: UTT/2216/07/FUL. Single storey rear extension and erection 

of front porch. 

Location: 5, Rookery Close, Great Chesterford. 

�o Objection. TF 

             

Results   

   Application �o: UTT/1761/07/FUL.  Convert cellar into a room. Damp proofing and 

   Internal alterations 

   Location: Lavender Cottage, Carmen Street, Great Chesterford. 

   Conditional Approval. 
 

          

Hexcel Composites Ltd 

Peter Fentem to report on progress with seeking representation on any South 

Cambridgeshire Environment Committee.  

No contact regarding this has yet been made. PF 

 

Uttlesford Local Development Framework Core Stategy:  

Preferred Options Consultation 

To decide on the Parish Councils response to this document which needs to be 

received by Friday 11
th
 January 2008.  

 

Howard Rolfe and Julie Redfern declared their interest as UDC members already 

in support of Option 4, and therefore unable to comment on this item. 

 

It was agreed that the Parish Council would support option 4 – Creating a new 

settlement north east of Elsenham (3000 homes) plus 750 dwellings in larger 

towns, and 250 dwellings in villages.  

 

A draft response covering this item, as well as the other issues raised by the 

consultation, will be formulated. After circulation to non-UDC members for 

comment it will then be submitted. PF/EC   

 

07/73.  Recreation Ground – CCTV/Youth Shelter 

            Russell Pope to report on progress regarding the installation of CCTV. 

 

There is a provisional date for installation of 21
st
 January 2008. The Parish 

Council is still waiting for a quote to dig the trench and for the electrical work, 

however it is hoped that these will not delay the works. Russell is to borrow a 

CAT scanner in order to locate the existing electrical cables between the 

Community Centre and the multi-sports surface.  
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It was noted that in order to claim the grant money, the works must be completed 

by the end of March 2008. 

 

            The clerk to report on progress in obtaining quotes for the relocation of the 

            Youth Shelter.    

 

As it is proving difficult to obtain a reasonable quote for the relocation of the 

Youth Shelter, and because the planned CCTV system will cover the existing site, 

it was agreed to defer a decision on moving the shelter in order to judge what 

benefits the presence of cameras might have. In the meantime it will be arranged 

to install a bin to encourage the proper disposal of any litter. EC               

 

07/74. Highways     

           Speeding along the London Road – Progress of items highlighted at meeting 

           held on 10
th
 October 2007: 

1. Problem with existing Speed Activated Sign not working correctly. 

This has now been addressed and is functioning as expected.  

2. Request for police to carry out a speed check 

The police to be asked whether this has been done. HR 

3. Possibility of residents being trained to use a hand held speed gun. 

It was agreed that this should be pursued. Howard Rolfe will investigate the 

costs involved and Tim Fowell will canvas residents to gauge support. HR/TF 

4. Possibility of having an additional Speed Activated Sign at the other end of 

the village 

It was agreed to investigate the cost of having an additional sign. HR 

 

It was reported that following 2 accidents on the B184 last Thursday that the 

police were quoted as saying that they were unaware that the road suffered from a 

speeding problem. This is not the Parish Councils understanding and will be 

followed up. HR            

 

Part �ight Scheme – following receipt of the letter from Essex County Council, 

requesting the Parish Councils views on the Part �ight Scheme, to decide on a 

suitable response.  

It was agreed that a letter will be written to Essex County Council stating that the 

situation regarding those Parish Council street lights converted is fairly chaotic 

and needs to be rectified.  HR 

 

The Clerk will continue to advise Howard regularly which street lights are 

affected. EC  

 

Proposed Attendance at Future Meeting of Essex County Council Highways 

It has been arranged for David Forkin of Essex County Council Highways to 

attend the next meeting of the Parish Council in order to discuss any highways 

issues.   

       

07/75. Finance – report received 

           Following letters of request, to decide whether to donate to the following causes: 

1. Support 4 Sight. 

2. Uttlesford Community Travel. 

 

It was resolved that the Council, in accordance with its powers under section 137 
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           & 139 of the Local Government Act 1972, should incur the following expenditure,  

which in the opinion of the Council is in the interests of the area or its inhabitants  

and will benefit them in a manner commensurate with the expenditure: 

 

1. £100 to Support 4 Sight. 

2. £100 to Uttlesford Community Travel. 

 

Village Archive Funding 

To agree the proposal to fund the purchase of artefacts connected to the village.  

Following discussion of this item it was agreed to re-imburse what monies have so 

far been spent. Before agreeing to fund further purchases however, a strategy will 

need to be properly established to cover such decisions as: 

1. Selecting suitable items to be purchased. 

2. What price limits should be set. 

3. Ownership of the artefacts purchased. 

4. Access to view artefacts by residents. 

 

Banking Mandate 

To approve the new banking mandate and for the appropriate councillors to sign. 

It was agreed to defer this item to the next meeting. 

 

Precept  

To agree the precept for the financial year 2008/09 

Although the precept has not increased for several years, Susan Ross proposed  

leaving it at £27,000 for the year 2008/09 as the Council was still showing a  

surplus. Howard Rolfe suggested that a small increase of £1,000 be asked for on 

the basis that this would allow for more to be achieved. Julie Redfern seconded the  

motion and with the majority of councillors in agreement the motion was carried. 

A precept request of £28,000, for the financial year 2008/09, will be duly  

submitted to Uttlesford District Council. EC 

The strategy group is to meet in the New Year in order to establish spending  

priorities.   

  

  

07/76.  Flood Prevention and Communications 

Howard Rolfe to report on progress of removal of excess vegetation and silt from  

basin under Grumble Bridge. 

It was confirmed that this work has now been carried out. 

 

07/77.  Disabled Access to the Chapel in Carmel Street 

Following receipt of the letter from the Uttlesford Area Access Group to Peter 

Fentem, to decide whether to encourage the provision of disabled access to the 

chapel.    

This was not considered to be a responsibility of the Parish Council although it 

would help to facilitate provision if the Chapel decided to proceed. Johnny 

Huggins will be approached again regarding this matter. PF 

 

07/78.  Reports 

 

            Footpath behind Play Area at rec 

Despite the recent work carried out, this is still subject to flooding. To decide  

whether to carry out further repairs. 
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It was agreed to investigate the costs of providing a tarmac path between the  

Skate Board Ramp and the end of the Play Area. EC 

                                                                        

            Pilgrim Close – a contractor for the tarmac work is still being sought. 

            

            Tree Grant – this has been successful and planting should begin soon.  

            

            School Bus  
Sourcing finance for additional stops at Little Chesterford and Ash Green. 

Julie Redfern to report. 

A figure from Funstons, the school bus provider, regarding how much they would  

intend to charge per child has still not been received. In the meantime a meeting 

with John Luke, the Chair of the Governors, has been arranged for February 6
th 

2008 in order to explore how the scheme might be financed. At the same time the 

problem of parking at the school, at drop off and pick up times, will be discussed.  JR 

 

07/79.  �eighbourhood Watch 
Following a spate of incidents in the village, to receive an update from Julie  

Redfern on progress in establishing the scheme in Great Chesterford.  

To consider what steps, if any, might be taken to improve participation.  

The Council considers that, in the light of recent events, the establishment of such 

a network is very important and were disappointed to learn that little interest had  

thus far been generated. The suggestion was made to approach those people who  

deliver the Broadsheet to ask for their help in this matter, and Julie Redfern 

agreed to explore this further. JR 

        

07/80. Matters for Further Discussion* 

           For Councillors to raise any items that need to be discussed at a future meeting. 

           None. 

 

07/81. Date of �ext Meeting 

           The next meeting is to be on Wednesday 23
rd
 January 2008 at 8.00pm at the  

           Community Centre. 

          

          

 

 

Meeting Closed at 22.30pm 

 

 

 

 

Signed (Chairman)……………………………. 

 

Date:  23rd January 2008  

 


