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GREAT CHESTERFORD PARISH COU�CIL 
 

MI�UTES OF A MEETI�G OF THE GREAT CHESTERFORD PARISH COU�CIL  

HELD O� WED�ESDAY 9
th
 APRIL 2008 AT 8PM I� THE 

 COMMU�ITY CE�TRE, GREAT CHESTERFORD 
 

 

Present: Michelle Cookson - Chairman 

 Peter Fentem 

 Howard Rolfe 

 Russell Pope 

 Susan Ross 

 Tim Fowell 

  

 Elaine Culling - Clerk 

  
 

 

  Action 

08/30.  Apologies for Absence 

Apologies were received and accepted from Julie Redfern. 

Since the last meeting Graham Field has tendered his resignation from the Parish 

Council. EC 

           

08/31.  Declaration of Interests 

To receive any ‘personal’ or ‘personal and prejudicial’ interests relating to items  

on the agenda.   

Howard Rolfe declared himself a District Councillor for Uttlesford District 

Council (UDC).   

Russell Pope declared a personal and prejudicial interest in planning application 

UTT/0549/08/FUL           

  

08/32.  Minutes of the Last Meeting 

The chairman signed as a correct record of events the minutes of the meeting held 

on 27
th
 February 2008. 

 

Matters arising from the minutes: 

 

08/22.  Street Lighting 
Electrical Testing have been retained to check the condition of the Parish 

Council street lights against current legislature, and will advise a date to 

commence work. 

The possibility of Essex County Council (ECC) adopting some/all of the 

Parish Council owned street lights. HR to report.  
Nothing to report. HR 

Progress regarding the installation of modified cells to the street lights in 

the Part �ight scheme. HR to report.  
HR reported that ECC were awaiting advice on which street lights 

required the modified cell. The Clerk confirmed that P6, P7 and P8 in 

Carmen Street were known to require the modified cell but that it would 

be difficult going forward to monitor the other street lights as they were 

not now required to come back on in the morning. HR will advise ECC of 



Minutes 09/04/08                                                                                                                                       Number of Pages 5 

42 

the 3 lights to be converted and ask that the Parish Council be able to defer 

until the autumn identifying any others.   HR 

                        

Matters arising from previous minutes: 
 

1. Tarmac at Rec. SReid/SRoss to report on progress.  

As the specification has not been finalised, SRoss will proceed with grant 

applications on the basis of the more expensive quote so far received.   SR 

2. Meeting with David Forkin of ECC Highways. HR to report regarding 

progress on the issues raised. 

Potholes.  

Although some repairs have been carried out, HR asked that the Clerk 

provide a list of any remaining potholes in the village in order to get these 

repaired as well. EC/HR 

20mph limit in village.  

This appears to be on course. 

Bund on B184.  
Nothing to report as ECC are awaiting the Parish Council to  

contact them. PF reported that he had recently responded to a request for  

information on this item from the Environment Agency. 

Footpath in Jacksons Lane.  

In light of the knowledge that the introduction of a 20mph speed limit is quite  

likely, it was agreed that the need for a footpath be reassessed once the new  

limit is in force. 

50mph limit on B184.  

This is programmed to be implemented during the 2008/09 financial year.  

Vehicle Activated Sign.  

It is not known whether the sign has been checked for accuracy as it no longer 

points at the oncoming traffic. HR will ask ECC Highways to attend to this  

matter.  HR  

Two items that did not arise at the time: 

a. The need for a raised kerb along the B1383 near to The Crown House  

Hotel. PF confirmed that this was not a new item and agreed to forward 

details of previous requests to HR for forwarding on to David Forkin. PF/HR 

b. Pavement at top of High Street. Although this has been discussed with 

ECC Highways, nothing definite had been agreed. HR will now raise this 

as a new issue. HR 

3. Affordable Housing. JR to report on the current situation regarding any 

potential development at the �ursery Site on London Road. 

Nothing to report. 

HR commented that going forward Uttlesford District Council intend to be 

more proactive in the provision of affordable housing in the area.  

JR to be asked to keep in touch regarding this matter. JR 

4. The installation of a bin at the Youth Shelter. EC to report. 

This has now been installed. 

5. The possibility of asking the Broadsheet deliverers to deliver for 

�eighbourhood Watch. JR to report. 

Nothing to report. 

The Clerk agreed to make contact regarding this matter. EC 

The recent attack of a Chesterford resident in her home was discussed and it 

was agreed that The Clerk should contact Chief Inspector Wrigley for further 

information. EC 
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6. The outcome of the meeting at the Village School to discuss the parking 

problems and the possibility of funding the school bus to stop at Little 

Chesterford and Ash Green. JR to report. 

Nothing to report. JR 

SR asked whether the parking problem merited investigating some form of 

restricted parking at school times. HR felt that responsible parking should be 

encouraged first and will contact the police to ask that they visit at the 

appropriate times. HR 

 

08/33.  Public Forum 

There will be 15 minutes available for Public Forum, if required, and the opportunity for 

members of the public to register with the Chairman should they wish to speak on a 

particular agenda item.  

No members of the public were present. 

 

08/34.  Sir Alan Haselhursts meeting regarding housing requirements in Uttlesford 
Peter Fentem to report on his attendance at this meeting. 

PF reported that the meeting was well attended but inconclusive. A first sweep of the parish 

representatives present elicited pledges of 1476 houses, a second sweep 2100 houses. The 

idea of a large development at Chesterford appeared widespread. When asked the question 17 

parishes voted for a single development, 7 voted for 3 smaller developments. 

HR added that he believed Sir Alan Haselhurst intended to hold a further meeting later in the 

year.  

 

In respect of the recent announcement regarding the short list of Eco-Towns to be built, it is 

now known that one of the proposals is for 5000 houses at Elsenham. HR confirmed that 

UDC would not be in a position to announce the result of the recent Local Development 

Framework Core Strategy: Preferred Options Consultation, the purpose of which is to decide 

on the location of 4200 houses in the district, until after the final decision on whether the 

Elsenham site is selected by the Government as an Eco-Town. 

  

08/35.  Planning 

            To consider any comments to be returned to Uttlesford District Council on the  

            following applications:   

Application �o: UTT/0497/08/FUL. Single storey rear extension.  

Location: Cherry Cottage, London Road, Great Chesterford. 

�o objection TF 

 

Application �o: UTT/0549/08/FUL. Re-modelling of roof to existing extensions. 

Location: Dove Cottage, High Street, Great Chesterford. 

�o comment TF 

 

Application �o: UTT/0470/08/CA & UTT/0467/08/FUL. Demolition of dwelling & 

replacement dwelling.  

Location: River Green House, Church Street, Great Chesterford. 

�o objection although it would be noted that Horse River Green is a public area  

and as such should be kept clear of any potential hazard.   TF 

In addition it was agreed that the deeds for Horse River Green should be checked  

and a search carried out in order to clarify the position regarding access to the  

property. EC/MC 
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Application �o: UTT/0150/08/CA. Removal of part wall to create additional access. 

Location: Springmead, High Street, Great Chesterford. 

�o Objection. TF 

 
Results   
Application �o: UTT/0161/08/FUL & UTT/0162/08/LB. Proposed cloakroom and  

resource area extension.   

Location: Great Chesterford C of E School, School Street.  

Conditional Approval. 

 

Application �o: UTT/0017/08/FUL. Change of use from paddock to garden.  

Location: The Limes, Park Road, Great Chesterford.  

Conditional Approval. 

 

Conservation Area Boundary 

To consider the revised boundary which came about as a result of the recent  

Conservation Area Appraisal carried out by Uttlesford District Council 

The changes to the boundary were considered and it was agreed that they needed to 

be checked against the recent Conservation Area Appraisal. TF 

 

Planning Workshop 

Tim Fowell/Russell Pope to report on their attendance at the recent planning workshop held 

by Uttlesford District Council. 

Both Tim and Russell agreed that attendance at this meeting was worthwhile.  

The Clerk was asked to chase up the power point presentation that accompanied the 

workshop. EC 

        

08/36.  Stansted Airport – �ATS Proposal for �ew Stacking Areas. 
To consider how the proposed stacking areas would affect Great Chesterford and 

the benefit of attendance at the meeting, arranged by the Saffron Walden Town 

Council with Mr Martin Peachey of Stop Stansted Expansion, at which the 

proposals will be discussed.  

This meeting will be held on Thursday 17
th
 April at the Town Hall in Saffron 

Walden, commencing at 8pm. 

Tim Fowell reported that the proposal was difficult to navigate as it had been 

supplied on a CD-ROM, however based on the information provided it was not 

felt that Great Chesterford would be unduly affected.  

Peter Fentem commented that if a second runway got the go-ahead, then this 

could make the village vulnerable and that for this reason the Parish Council 

needed to keep a close watch on developments. 

Tim Fowell agreed to attend the meeting at the Town Hall in Saffron Walden. TF  

 

08/37.  Stansted Airport – meeting with SSE regarding the 2
nd
 runway application 

To consider whether there would be any demand for a public meeting located in 

Great Chesterford, and if so to agree on the possible dates. 

As there are a number of meetings already taking place in the area, it was not felt 

necessary for Great Chesterford to hold one of its own. Instead the Clerk will use 

the notice board, the Broadsheet and the web site to advise residents of the 

meeting dates already arranged, and encourage them to attend and respond to the 

consultation. EC  

 

 



Minutes 09/04/08                                                                                                                                       Number of Pages 5 

45 

08/38.  Hanley Grange Eco-Town 

Following the announcement that Hanley Grange is on the shortlist for the 

development of an Eco-Town, to consider and agree the Parish Councils position. 

It was agreed that the Parish Council was against this proposal. The Clerk is 

aware of 2 meetings that have been arranged to discuss opposition, both are to be 

held at the Whittlesford Memorial Hall at 7pm. The first meeting is to be held on 

15
th
 April and has been convened by Andrew Lansley, MP for South 

Cambridgeshire. The second meeting is to be held on 7
th
 May and has been 

convened by Timothy Stone, Cambridge County Councillor for Duxford.  It was 

agreed that Peter Fentem and Tim Fowell would attend the meeting to be held on 

the 15th April. PF/TF  

 

08/39.  Annual Parish Meeting – 12
th
 March 

Post mortem on meeting held. 

It was felt that on the whole the meeting had been a success. 

 

08/40.  Hall Garden 

As a result of an anonymous donation of £300 towards the upkeep of Hall 

Garden, to consider how best to make use of this money. 

It was agreed that the donation would be used to cover an overhaul of the planting 

with the introduction of plants that offered scent as well as looks. EC 

 

08/41.  Matters for Further Discussion* 

            For Councillors to raise any items that need to be discussed at a future meeting. 

Although not an item for discussion, Peter Fentem had been made aware that 

there have been problems regarding the reliability of the bus service in the village. 

Complaint forms have been submitted which have resulted in some improvement. 

However with the knowledge that substantial road works are due to be carried out 

in Cambridge over the coming months, the service should be monitored for any 

further deterioration. In order to be prepared the Clerk will request a further 

supply of complaint forms from ECC. EC 

 

08/42.  Recreation Ground-CCTV  

Russell Pope/The Clerk to provide an update. 

The Clerk reported that all works were due to be completed on Friday 11
th
 April. 

 

08/43.  Date of �ext Meeting 

The next meeting will be the Parish Council AGM and is to be held on 

Wednesday 14
th
 May 2008 at 8.00pm at the Community Centre. 

 

              

 

 

Meeting Closed at 22.00pm 

 

 

 

 

Signed (Chairman)……………………………. 

 

Date:  14
th
 May 2008  

 


